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OUTSTANDING LEESBURG TEEN TO COMPETE FOR BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF AMERICA’S STATE YOUTH OF THE YEAR HONOR 
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LEESBURG, FL – Bryana Coleman is a true example of an extraordinary young woman.  At age 18, she has just been selected to compete against other Boys & Girls Club members for the Florida Youth of the Year title and a $1,000 scholarship from the Reader’s Digest Foundation.  As the Youth of the Year for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties, Coleman is among hundreds of local youth across the country recognized by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) for her sound character, leadership skills and willingness to give back to the community.  

Being named Youth of the Year is the highest honor a Boys & Girls Club member can receive. The title recognizes outstanding contributions to a member’s family, school, community and Boys & Girls Club, as well as personal challenges and obstacles overcome. This program was founded over 60 years ago through the generosity of Reader’s Digest.
Coleman, a senior at Leesburg High School, will represent the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties at the Florida Youth of the Year Celebration in Sarasota, to be held April 11-13, 2010, where she will compete with other Youth of the Year winners from around the state.  She was chosen from a field of deserving peers after a rigorous selection process, including a series of essays and a presentation to a panel of judges.  This is the second year in a row that Coleman has been selected as the local Youth of the Year.

“When I look back on my life over the past year, I am amazed at how much I have changed and grown,” Coleman said.  “The Boys & Girls Club has become so much more to me.”

Coleman has been a member at the Boys & Girls Club since she was five years old, and in the last year has flourished as a high school AND college student, as well as a Club staff member.  “I am grateful that she is setting an exceptional example for her [12-year-old] sister,” says her mother, Te’Rella Coleman.  “By staying focused on her education and still managing to help in her community, she has inspired my younger daughter to do the same.  She even persuaded me recently to go back to college.”
An aspiring Criminal Psychoanalyst who hopes to work with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Coleman knows that a college education will set her on the path to achieve her dreams.  She plans to attend Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton in the fall, and will major in Psychology with a minor in Criminal Justice.  
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In addition to her academic studies, Coleman is very active in the community working as a staff member at the Teeter Unit of the Boys & Girls Club, where she also serves as the president of the Keystone Club, a service group for teen members.  She also has taken on a significant role in her church, helping to start a youth group called Young People Empowered and organizing two big fundraising events for the youth.  “Bryana has been a blessing in helping implement this program,” said Lady Missionary Kim Jones of B W City Ministries.
If Coleman wins at the state competition, she will compete for the title of Southeast Region Youth of the Year and an additional $10,000 scholarship. The five regional winners will advance to Washington, D.C., in September 2010 to compete for the title of BGCA’s National Youth of the Year. The National Youth of the Year receives an additional $15,000 college scholarship and is installed by the President in an Oval Office ceremony.
About Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties
The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties (BGCLSC) is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  In 2009, over 1,000 local youth benefited from Club programs.  BGCLSC offers programming in five key areas: Character & Leadership Development; The Arts; Sports, Fitness and Recreation; Health & Life Skills; and Education & Career Development through the Teeter Unit in Leesburg and the NE Lake Unit in Eustis.  A third location in Clermont is being planned to serve youth in the South Lake County area.  For more information about BGCLSC, please visit our website at www.bgclsc.org.
About Boys & Girls Clubs of America

For more than 100 years, Boys & Girls Clubs of America (www.bgca.org) has helped kids BE GREAT providing hope and opportunity for those who need it most. Today, some 4,300 Clubs serve some 4.5 million young people through Club membership and community outreach. Boys & Girls Clubs can be found throughout the country and on U.S. military bases worldwide, providing young people 6-18 years old with guidance-oriented character development programs conducted by trained, professional staff. Clubs positively impact lives and help young people reach their full potential as productive, caring citizens. Key programs emphasize leadership development; education and career exploration; community service; technology training; financial literacy; health and life skills; the arts; sports, fitness and recreation; and family outreach. In a recent Harris Survey of Club alumni, 57 percent said the Club saved their lives. National headquarters are located in Atlanta.
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