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Boys & Girls Clubs Partner with The Father’s House for Club Relocation 

LEESBURG, FL – As of Monday, October 3, the Teeter Unit in Leesburg has embarked on a new partnership with The Father’s House to serve youth more effectively on the south side of Leesburg.  Operations of the Teeter Unit, formerly housed on Executive Blvd. west of town, have moved to The Father’s House on South Street, just steps away from two of the schools served by the Boys & Girls Club site.

For more than 20 years, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties called the building on the west side of Leesburg home, both for the Teeter Unit and the Administrative Offices.  The facility was well used by the thousands of youth who passed through the doors through the years, but recent economic conditions made it more and more difficult to stay in the aging building and maintain the quality of the programs for the youth served.  At the same time, a new approach in how the Clubs connected with the community was taking shape.
“I was in a meeting extolling the virtues of bringing several like-minded groups together to more effectively serve youth in the Leesburg community, and it dawned on me that I should take my own advice,” shared Joni Smith, Chief Professional Officer.  So she approached Youth Pastor Mike Matheny and the staff at The Father’s House on South Street to see how the two organizations could work together to serve the students on the south side of town.  
The church had also been strategizing on how to best serve youth in the community and was in the beginning stages of planning a before- and after-school program, but staff had no idea where to start.  The result was to combine efforts and bring the Boys & Girls Club, a proven after school program with access to a plethora of resources, in to provide the programming.  In return, the Club would be based closer to where the children and youth are, cutting down on transportation costs and lowering the costs of operation by sharing the church’s facility.  While the Club will temporarily be based out of a portable behind the church, Smith noted that, “It’s really a win-win for both organizations.  The church is very close to finishing an amazing new youth building that will provide a great deal of program space and opportunities for both Club members and church members.”
R.J. Sumner, Chief Operations Officer for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties, was instrumental in the planning and implementation of the transition.  “I feel this partnership will be an amazing collaboration of both organizations to help fulfill the need in the Leesburg area,” he said. 

(continued on next page)

Announcement of the partnership at a recent Sunday service revitalized the drive to raise money to complete the building, which had been proceeding slowly for several years before Matheny had to call a halt to the building process to avoid going more in debt.  Three-year pledges from members of the church that had kicked off the project had recently come to an end, and Matheny called upon the congregation to renew their pledges to raise the $360,000 needed to finish the building on a cash-only basis.  In just that one day, he estimates they raised over half of the needed amount in pledges and flat out donations. “I really believe that this place is going to be a place where future Boys & Girls Clubs are going to fly in to see this partnership between a church, and the Boys & Girls Club, and the school here,” he said. 


The Boys & Girls Clubs’ Administrative Offices have also moved to be more centrally located to all the Club sites throughout the county, sharing space with Legacy Baptist Church, based out of the Lake Square Mall.  “It was another opportunity knocking that we just couldn’t ignore,” said Smith.  “We initially got in contact with Pastor Tim Jensen with Legacy Baptist through an effort to set up a Friday night dance at the mall as a partnership with our Remix store and the church.  He happened to have some extra office space available right at the time when we were looking for a place to move in the mall area, which is a great spot to be centrally located for all of our sites,” Smith said.  Although the physical location has moved, the offices will continue to receive mail at the 400 Executive Blvd. address in Leesburg.
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About Us

The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties (BGCLSC) is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  In 2010 over 1,000 local youth benefited from Club programs in three key areas – Academic Success, Healthy Lifestyles, and Good Character and Citizenship through the Teeter Unit in Leesburg, the NE Lake Unit in Eustis/Umatilla, and the South Lake Unit in Clermont.    As of Fall 2011, BGCLSC is serving youth at 5 Club locations in Leesburg, Eustis, Umatilla, and Clermont, with plans to open a Club in Lady Lake by the end of the year.  For more information about BGCLSC, please visit our website at www.bgclsc.org, or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BGCLSC.
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