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Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties Celebrates Lights On After School
Local Boys & Girls Clubs in Leesburg, Eustis and Clermont will be celebrating Lights On Afterschool with other national after school programs on October 21, 2010.  The local organization is firmly committed to quality local programming for area youth. The goals of quality afterschool programs include:
· Provide safe, challenging, engaging and fun learning experiences to help children and youth develop their social, emotional, physical, cultural and academic skills.

· Support working families by ensuring their children are safe and productive after the regular school day ends.

· Build stronger communities by involving our students, parents, business leaders and adult volunteers in the lives of our young people, thereby promoting positive relationships among children, youth, families and adults.

· Engage families, schools and diverse community partners in advancing the welfare of our children.

Boys and Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties has provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education and well-being of our youth, grounded in the principle that quality afterschool programs are key to helping our children become successful adults. More than 28 million children in the U.S. have parents who work outside the home, and 15.1 million children have no place to go after school. 
The local clubs in Leesburg, Eustis, and Clermont will be holding open house nights for parents, complete with dinner and children’s activities:

· Teeter Unit (Leesburg) – 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm

· NE Lake Unit (Eustis) – 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

· South Lake Unit (Clermont) – 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm

For additional information, please contact the local Club directly or call the administrative office at 352-787-0053.
-continued on next page-

About Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties
The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties (BGCLSC) is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  In 2009, over 1,000 local youth benefited from Club programs.  BGCLSC offers programming in five key areas: Character & Leadership Development; The Arts; Sports, Fitness and Recreation; Health & Life Skills; and Education & Career Development through the Teeter Unit in Leesburg and the NE Lake Unit in Eustis.  A third location in Clermont opened for the 2010-11 school year to serve youth in the South Lake County area. A community effort has begun to bring a Club to Lady Lake in the near future.  For more information about BGCLSC, please visit our website at www.bgclsc.org.
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