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Clubs Receive Funding from Disney and Kids Central
Last Friday, Angeline Aguayo, Minority Business Development Representative for Disney, presented a check for $10,000 to Beth H. Work, Chief Professional Officer, during an assembly at the Teeter Unit in Leesburg for the Club’s Youth For Unity program.  “We are most grateful for the continued support from Disney.  They truly do give back to the community and we feel honored that they have selected the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties to receive the Making Kids Shine grant,” said Work.  Youth for Unity is a component of a larger Boys & Girls Clubs of America diversity initiative sponsored by The Allstate Foundation that is designed to help Boys & Girls Club members appreciate themselves as unique and special individuals, understand our society’s diversity, recognize bias and unfairness, and take personal leadership in confronting bias.  

Disney’s Helping Kids Shine Grants celebrate those who commit their time and talent to making a difference in the lives of Central Florida’s children. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties (BGCLSC) is one of 34 organizations to be awarded a grant through the Walt Disney World Resort program this year.  Grants are awarded to Central Florida non-profit organizations that focus on children in four specific areas: connecting with adults, constructive use of free time, character development and compassion. Recipients are chosen by a panel of judges made up of Central Florida community leaders and Walt Disney World Cast Members. 
In other good news, BGCLSC was awarded a $50,000 Prevention Enrichment Summer Program grant from Kids Central, Inc.  Work noted, “Through the generosity of Kids Central, we will be able to continue to provide our quality summer program to the youth of our community and prevent them from engaging in unhealthy activities.”  Kids Central Inc. is the not-for-profit lead agency selected by the State of Florida to coordinate child protection services in Citrus, Hernando, Lake, Marion and Sumter Counties (Circuit 5). The agency develops and manages a comprehensive, community-based system of care for abused, neglected and abandoned children and their families.  This grant is awarded to programs providing prevention services for youth under the age of 18, specifically activities designed to stop abuse, neglect and/or abandonment before it occurs. 
These two grants will go a long way in sustaining programs at the Boys & Girls Clubs.  “Especially, in this economy, every dollar received is truly appreciated,” Work stated.  Between the Teeter Unit in Leesburg and the NE Lake Unit in Eustis, the Clubs anticipate serving close to 400 youth this summer.
About Us

The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  Our Clubs offer programming in five key areas: Character & Leadership Development; The Arts; Sports, Fitness and Recreation; Health & Life Skills; and Education & Career Development through the Teeter Unit in Leesburg and the NE Lake Unit in Eustis.
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