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Doing Good – One Search or One Purchase At A Time
LEESBURG, FL – The Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties recently received a check for $198.72 from GoodSearch as a result of supporters using the GoodSearch search engine and making online purchases through GoodShop.  This donation represents searches and purchases made from October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2008.  Although GoodSearch estimates that supported charities earn about 1 penny per search, the actual donation for this time frame totaled about 1.3¢ per search.
“In our current economic state, many people want to support their favorite causes but don’t necessarily have the resources to make a monetary donation,” explains Beth H. Work, Chief Professional Officer for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties.  “GoodSearch and GoodShop give users a way to contribute to their selected charity with no extra money out of pocket.”
The GoodSearch concept started with a simple question – what if a fraction of the $20 billion generated by search engine advertisers* and online shopping could be directed towards bettering schools and other community organizations?  After realizing what an impact just a fraction of that money could have if it were directed towards organizations trying to make the world a better place, the brother-sister team of Ken Ramberg (the former founder of JOBTRAK, now a division of Monster.com) and JJ Ramberg (an MSNBC anchor and the former Director of Marketing at Cooking.com) launched GoodSearch in 2005.

GoodSearch is a search engine that donates 50% of its revenue to the charities and schools designated by its users. You use GoodSearch exactly as you would any other search engine, and because it’s powered by Yahoo!, you get proven search results. The money GoodSearch donates to your cause comes from its advertisers so there is no cost involved for the organization or the user. By designating the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties and using the GoodSearch search engine (powered by Yahoo!), approximately one penny is donated to the Clubs with every search.  The pennies add up quickly – just 500 people searching four times a day will earn around $7300 in a year!  Users can even track how much they have helped the Clubs earn by clicking on the Amount Raised button on the GoodSearch homepage.
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In 2007, GoodSearch was expanded to include GoodShop, an online shopping mall of world-class merchants dedicated to helping fund worthy causes across the country. Each purchase made via the GoodShop mall results in a donation to the user’s designated charity or school – averaging approximately 3% of the sale, but going up to 20% or even more.  Popular retailers like Target, Apple, Macy’s, Best Buy, Barnes & Noble, and others can be accessed through GoodShop - the shopping experience and the prices are exactly the same as going to the retailer’s website directly, but by going through GoodShop up to 37% of the purchase price is donated the user’s favorite cause.

“We know there are a lot of people who want to do good but may not have the time or the money to help out.” said Ken Ramberg, Co-Founder of GoodSearch and former President of MonsterTRAK, the largest online career site for college students (now a division of Monster.com). “GoodSearch makes it as easy as possible.  We’ve taken something people do every day -- searching the Internet and shopping online -- and have turned it into doing good."

More than 70,000 nonprofits are now actively generating revenue via GoodSearch and more than 100 charities and schools are registering daily.  GoodSearch has quickly spread via word-of-mouth and the blogger community.  Other organizations listed on the site include:  The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, which has earned $10,300; The ASPCA, which has raised $22,000; and The Bubel/Aiken Foundation, which supports children with disabilities and has earned more than $10,500.

Using GoodSearch is simple. Because the site is powered by Yahoo, users are assured of high quality results - but each time you search, money is generated by the advertisers for your favorite charity or school.  

“Every penny counts,” says Work.  “The great thing about it is that you can support the Clubs by doing something you normally do anyway.” 
About Us

The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  Our Clubs offer programming in five key areas: Character & Leadership Development; The Arts; Sports, Fitness and Recreation; Health & Life Skills; and Education & Career Development through the Teeter Unit in Leesburg and the NE Lake Unit in Eustis.
* Source: SEMPO survey
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