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Boys & Girls Clubs Invite Communities to Celebrate A Day for Kids
LEESBURG and EUSTIS, FL – The Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties will be holding two separate events this Saturday (September 12) in celebration of A Day for Kids - a national initiative to promote the importance of spending meaningful time with young people.  A Day for Kids seeks to reinforce the importance of families and remind youth just how important they are.  
The NE Lake Unit in Eustis will host A Day for Kids Celebration from 10 am to 2 pm at Cadwell Park in Umatilla (4 Cassady St.).  It will feature music, live entertainment, giant inflatable games, refreshments and family activities.  Attendees will be able to participate in games and competitions run by Boys & Girls Club staff and volunteers. The event will also include information tables hosted by local child service groups promoting educational and health-related programs allowing kids and their parents to connect with organizations that can support and help them as they spend time together. The event is free and open to the public. 
“I am excited about this event - the Club is always looking for ways to help kids spent quality time with their families,” said Robb Elmatti, NE Lake Unit Director.  “We are also celebrating a successful partnership with the City of Umatilla which allowed us to expand our summer program to include a site at Cadwell Park for the second year in a row.”
That same day, the Teeter Unit in Leesburg will host the International Day for Kids from 2 pm to 4 pm at the Teeter Unit in Leesburg (400 Executive Blvd.).  “We usually hold an event called International Buffet once a year that exposes our members to different cultures and foods from around the world,” stated Alicia Brinson, Teeter Unit Director.  “This year we decided to combine two great events into one and came up with the International Day for Kids!  This combined event will give our members and the community an educational experience they won’t soon forget.”  

Boys & Girls Clubs Invite Communities to Celebrate A Day for Kids (continued from pg. 1)
The Leesburg event will focus on education, family and diversity, and include booths representing China, Cuba, Egypt, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Mexico, the Polynesian Islands, Puerto Rico, and the United States.  Visitors can see information about each country and participate in fun activities for free, and for just $3 they can purchase a passport that will allow access to sample tasty treats from each country.  The United States table will be providing hot dogs and other snacks free of charge – no passport necessary!  

The International Day for Kids is a team effort involving Club members, staff, parents and other community supporters.  “We’re excited to have Maka’ Ave Dance representing the Polynesian Islands by providing authentic Polynesian cuisine and teaching hula lessons.  Cane Garden Country Club in The Villages has also joined the program to offer chicken enchiladas for Mexico,” noted Brinson.  “Thank you to everyone involved in making this event possible – we look forward to a fun time on Saturday!”
For more information, please visit these websites:

Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties  www.bgclsc.org
Day for Kids  www.dayforkids.com
About Us

The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties (BGCLSC) is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  In 2008, over 1,200 youth benefited from Club programs.  BGCLSC offers programming in five key areas: Character & Leadership Development; The Arts; Sports, Fitness and Recreation; Health & Life Skills; and Education & Career Development through the Teeter Unit in Leesburg and the NE Lake Unit in Eustis.  
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