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NATIONAL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB WEEK CELEBRATES PROVEN PROGRAMS FOR

AMERICA’S YOUTH THAT ARE NEEDED NOW MORE THAN EVER 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties Invites Community into its Doors

Leesburg, FL – The Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties (BGCLSC) will join Boys & Girls Clubs across America to celebrate National Boys & Girls Club Week, March 22-28, by participating in several events to emphasize the importance and value of the Clubs to the community. This week has been celebrated for more than 75 years. The organization invites everyone to come visit the facilities and see first-hand the impact being made on today’s youth.  This year, BGCLSC has decided to create a theme of “Kids Give Back” for the week’s activities.

“Boys & Girls Clubs are increasingly playing a vital role in many young people’s lives,” said Beth H. Work, Chief Professional Officer. “In today’s economic climate, we offer a positive place for kids whose parents are seeking an economical, safe and enriching environment for their children.” Membership to the Club costs just $25, and the Summer Program costs just $150 per child ($80 per child for the regular school year).
Boys & Girls Clubs are unique in the field of child development due to five identifying characteristics. Clubs provide:

· A safe place to learn and grow,

· Ongoing relationships with caring, adult professionals,

· Life-enhancing programs and character development experiences,

· Hope and opportunity, and 

· Peer, staff and volunteer recognition.
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Clubs celebrate Boys & Girls Club Week in a variety of ways, all with an emphasis on the five core Club program areas: Character & Leadership Development; Education & Career Development; Health & Life Skills; The Arts; and Sports, Fitness & Recreation. Activities in these five core areas all support Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America’s overarching goal to help each child reach their full potential and BE GREAT by securing Academic Success, living a healthy lifestyle and distinguishing themselves as young leaders. 
To help support this concept of living a healthy lifestyle, Boys & Girls Clubs of America has partnered with Cartoon Network to host “Get Animated Day” at its Clubs on Tuesday, March 24. The network has donated four red rubber playground balls to 4,300 Boys & Girls Clubs, including BGCLSC, encouraging them to promote the importance of daily movement for all children. 
Other planned activities during Boys & Girls Club Week include:
· Thinking of You – members at the Teeter Unit will create greeting cards to share with residents at Sterling House, an assisted living facility in Leesburg.

· Neighborhood Clean Up – members at the Teeter Unit will partner with the Stock subdivision (behind the Leesburg Post Office) to do litter pick up.
· Food Drive for Mrs. Agnes T. May Crisis Center (a ministry of First Baptist Church of Umatilla) – the Torch Club at the NE Lake Unit will collect food to contribute to the Crisis Center.
· Black Bear Festival Service Project - on Friday, Club members will help the City of Umatilla get set up for the Black Bear Festival taking place that weekend, and also participate in an educational program about black bears.

To learn more about these activities or how you can help support “the Positive Place for Kids”, contact the Teeter Unit in Leesburg at (352) 787-0053 or the NE Lake Unit at (352) 589-5522, or visit www.bgclsc.org. 
About Us

The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Lake and Sumter Counties (BGCLSC) is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible and caring citizens.  In 2008, over 1,200 youth benefitted from Club programs.  BGCLSC offers programming in five key areas: Character & Leadership Development; The Arts; Sports, Fitness and Recreation; Health & Life Skills; and Education & Career Development through the Teeter Unit in Leesburg and the NE Lake Unit in Eustis.
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